
Answer:
It costs the lives
of about 50
orangutans
every week, not
to mention a lot
of other wildlife.
In the time it takes you to read this 
report another orangutan may have 
died as a consequence of the rapacious 
drive by the multi-national palm oil
companies to get rich(er) – quicker, and damn
the cost to the environment. 

In February 2007 the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) raised the
alarm to an unprecedented level with a new
report, “Last Stand of the Orangutan: A

State of Emergency.” According to the UN,

and no one who has visited Borneo

recently would doubt it for a second, ”The

natural forests of Sumatra and Borneo are

being cleared so fast, up to 98 per cent

may be destroyed by 2022”. 

If you can, just for a moment, think of all
those wonderful wildlife films and photos
you have seen from Borneo, and now
imagine how, if you do nothing to stop it, in
less than 15 years all but 2 per cent will
have been destroyed. Mammals, birds,
insects – all natural life wiped out and
replaced with oil palm plantations.

In your home right now there are likely to be
any number of products you consume every
day, which contain palm oil from Borneo
(Indonesia and Malaysia) and Sumatra,
tainted with the blood of slaughtered
orangutans - thousands of them. 

Given a choice most people in the world
would not want to eat biscuits and other
foods which include palm oil that has cost
the lives of thousands of orangutans and
the destruction of millions of hectares of
rainforest. They would no more do this
than they would buy tuna which is not
dolphin-friendly. The time has come for the
public to demand “Orangutan Friendly”
palm oil from Indonesia and Malaysia.

It’s not difficult and the criteria are already
in place. What’s required now is the
motivation from large retailers to insist their
suppliers meet the criteria laid down by the
Round Table on Sustainable Palm Oil. 

No one is seeking a ban on the use of palm
oil. The industry itself knows that millions
of hectares of cleared land already exist on
which new plantations can be grown. 

The truth of the matter is, many companies
supplying palm oil for your food are really
looking for a quick profit from cutting down
the rainforest and selling the wood. Great
Britain, Australia and China are amongst
the most enthusiastic importers of such
hardwood – often without even knowing if
it has been cut down legally; 73 per cent of
all logging is illegal and National Parks are
no longer sacrosanct with 37 out of 41
suffering from illegal logging. 

Large, household name retailers like Tesco
are scarcely blameless – they have known
about the alarming state of affairs in
Borneo and Sumatra for a long time. If they
and others like them tell their suppliers
they only want “Orangutan Friendly” palm
oil in products, they will get what they want
and overnight the eating habits of the
world could be changed, thousands of
orangutans saved along with millions of
acres of pristine rainforest.

All it needs now is for you the consumer to
be part of the solution, and tell your local
supermarket to stock products which contain
“Orangutan Friendly” palm oil. If you don’t,
sadly you will be part of the problem and
the scenes you see overleaf will continue
until there are no more orangutans or
rainforests left for your children and
grandchildren to wonder at; and how will
you explain to them the situation you see
before you today – when you still had time
and a chance to make a difference?

When it is an ingredient, these companies mention
palm oil specifically. Most companies just say
'vegetable oil' - and this is not good enough.
Consumers have a right to know if the palm oil in
products they may wish to buy is contributing to
the destruction of rainforests and the slaughter of
orangutans, as well as other wildlife. Insist on
knowing if it is palm oil from Indonesia or Malaysia,
and is it 'Orangutan Friendly'.

Their mothers shot, knifed, beaten or burnt to death.

ORPHANED BY PALMOIL COMPANIES



At least 50 orangutans die each wee

All these babies will have seen their mothers slaughtered eit

WHERE MAJESTIC RAINFO

BEFORE UNCARING, CRUEL, GREEDY PALM OIL COMPA

These are some of the people 
who could easily put an end to most
of the forest destruction and killing of
orangutans by the palm oil industry.

GREAT BRITAIN

TESCO
Sir Terry Leahy
Chief Executive, Tesco
Tesco House, Delamare Road,
Cheshunt, Herts.
EN8 9SL 
www.tesco.com
Email: terry.leahy@uk.tesco.com,
customer.service@tesco.co.uk

Sainsburys
Mr Justin King
Chief Executive
Sainsburys Supermarkets Ltd.
33 Holborn
London EC1N 2HT
http://www.sainsburys.co.uk/contactus/
contactus.htm

ASDA
Mr Andrew Bond
Chief Executive, ASDA PLC
ASDA House Southbank
Great Wilson Street,
Leeds LS11 5AD
http://www.asda.co.uk/corp/
customer_service/contact_us.html

Waitrose
Mr Charles Mayfield
Chairman, Waitrose plc
Central Offices
Southern Industrial Area
Bracknell RG12 8YA
www.johnlewispartnership.co.uk
Email: customer_service@waitrose.co.uk

Morrisons
Mr Marc Bolland
Chief Executive 
Wm. Morrison Supermarkets plc
Hilmore House
Gain Lane
Bradford BD3 7DL  www.morrisons.co.uk
Email: colin.middlemiss@morrisonsplc.co.uk

Co-op
Peter Marks
CEO, United Co-operatives Ltd
Sandbrook Park,
Sandbrook Way,
Rochdale, OL11 1RY  
www.coop.co.uk   
Email: jackie.wright@coop.co.uk

AUSTRALIA

Michael Luscombe
CEO, Woolworths Limited
1 Woolworths Way
Bella Vista
NSW 2153, Australia 
www.woolworths.com.au   
Email: mcole@woolworths.com.au,
homeshop@woolworths.com.au

Mr John Fletcher
CEO, Coles Group Limited  
800 Toorak Road
Tooronga, Victoria 3146, Australia 
www.coles.com.au  
Email: jill.moodie@colesgroup.com.au,
customer.relations@coles.com.au

Mr Peter Slator
Chairman, Australian Food 
and Grocery Council
Chairman, Unilever Australasia 
Locked Bag 1, Kingston
ACT 2604, Australia
www.afgc.org.au
Email: info@afgc.org.au

THESE FIVE BABY ORANGUTANS HAD THEIR MOTHERS 
AT LEAST 50 ADULTS ARE S

The supermarket companies listed (left & right) could quickly put a stop to this. They are the ones wh
suppliers they only want “Orangutan Friendly” palm oil in food, then they will get it. Producing “Oran

January 25, 2007 : Minister warns comp
Palangka Raya, Central Kalimantan (ANTARA News) :- Forestry Minister MS Kaban has st

area which hosts the habitat for about 1,600 orangutans in Katingan district, Central Kalim
the area,"  The minister said if not seriously reprimanded, Makin Group

PALM OIL VICTIM
PALM OIL VICTIM

MOTHER SLAUGHTERED

BABY CHAINED.
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k as a result of the palm oil industry.

her with guns, machetes, wooden stakes and even set on fire.

ORESTS ONCE STOOD ……

ANIES WIPED OUT PRACTICALLY EVERY LIVING THING.

NEW ZEALAND

Peter Smith
Managing Director
Progressive Enterprises Ltd.
Private Bag 93306,Otahuhu,
Auckland, New Zealand
www.foodtown.co.nz    
Email: angela.deehan@progressive.co.nz,
customerinfo@progressive.co.nz

Ms. Melissa Hodd
Executive Manager – 
Foodstuffs (NZ) Ltd.
Private Bag 5401, LambtonQuay
Wellington, New Zealand
www.foodstuffs.co.nz
Email: Melissa@foodstuffsnz.co.nz

USA

Lee Scott
Wal-Mart President and CEO
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
Bentonville, Arkansas 72716-8611, USA
www.walmart.com
Email: ethics@wal-mart.com

Steve Burd
Chief Executive Officer
Safeway, Inc.
8060 S. Kyrene Rd., Tempe, AZ 85284, USA 
www.safeway.com 
Email: steven.burd@safeway.com,
government.relations@safeway.com

Mr. Paul Gannon
CEO Shaw's 
750 Center Street, West Bridgewater,
MA 12379, USA
www.shaws.com/toolbar/
contact_us/index.html
Email: paul.gannon@shaws.com

Mr David Dillion
Chairman and Chief Executive
Kroger Co.
1014 Vine Street, Cincinnati, Ohio
45202-1100, USA
www.kroger.com  
Email: david.Dillon@kroger.com,
kroger.investors@kroger.com

Mr Lawrence R. Johnston
CEO Albertson’s
250 Parkcenter Blvd., Boise, ID 83726, USA
www.albertsons.com
Email: larry.johnston@albertsons.com,
albertsonscustomercare@albertsons.com

EUROPE

Theo and Karl Albrecht
ALDI Group
Eckenbergstrasse 16, Postfach 13 01 110
45307 Essen, Germany
www.aldi.com

Arthur Goethals
CEO Delhaize Group
Square Marie Curie 40,
1070 Brussels, Belgium
www.delhaizegroup.com/BottomSectionPa
ges/ContactUs/tabid/82/Default.aspx

Mr Luc Vandevelde
President of the Supervisory Board -
Carrefour Group
26 quai Michelet TSA 20016
92695 Levallois-Perret Cedex, France
www.carrefour.fr/contact/question

Why not spend a few minutes expressing
in an email to these companies your wish
for “Orangutan Friendly” palm oil in the
products you buy? If you don’t tell them,
how else will they know of your concern?

They have the financial influence to insist on
“Orangutan Friendly” palm oil from Indonesia
and Malaysia. All we ask in the IMMEDIATE
FUTURE is for the above companies to set an
example to the world.Those companies who
do switch to “Orangutan Friendly” palm oil
are likely to be in great demand in future.

It is now up to you to decide whether
or not to help save orangutans – they are
unable to help themselves.

KILLED BY THE PALM OIL INDUSTRY IN JANUARY 2007.  
SLAUGHTERED EACH WEEK.

ho sell food to you, which is already tainted with the blood of thousands of orangutans. If they tell their
gutan Friendly” palm oil is not rocket science and it will save orangutans as well as millions of trees. 

any for posing threat to 1,600 orangutans
trongly warned the Makin Business Group for planning to open an oil palm plantation in an

mantan. "We have given the company a warning and asked it to save the life of orangutans in
`s plan could lead to the extinction of thousands of orangutans in the area.

PALM OIL VICTIMD.
MOTHER SLAUGHTERED.

BABY CHAINED.
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The orangutan population is now down to
Sumatra (7,300) and Borneo (45-69,000).
At the present rate of killing there will
be none left by 2026. The palm oil
industry can be held largely
accountable for this genocide. 
They have the blood of thousands
of orangutans on their hands. 

"Know where your palm oil is coming from!  Save orangutans - insist on only Orangutan Friendly palm oil in your
food. If you don't, thousands more will be slaughtered - until there are no more left." Dr. Biruté Mary Galdikas

No one is calling for a ban on palm oil. It is a very useful natural
resource used in food products and increasingly as a biofuel.

“Let us remember, always, that we are the consumers. By exercising free choice, by choosing what to buy, 
what not to buy, we have the power, collectively to change the ethics of the business of industry. 
We have the potential to exert immense power for good – we each carry it with us, in our purses, 

cheque books, and credit cards.”  Jane Goodall, “A Reason for Hope”

What we want is “Orangutan
Friendly” palm oil from
Indonesia and Malaysia

WHAT DON’T WE WANT?
More slaughtering of
innocent orangutans like this 
mother and baby.

If you don’t insist on “Orangutan  Friendly” palm oil, they could be next.

What is “Orangutan Friendly” palm oil?
For those involved in producing, trading in or selling palm oil in any form, it is really simple: Conform to
the standards laid down by the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil. http://www.rspo.org. If manufacturers
and retailers were to source palm oil from only those suppliers who independently adhere to the criteria
laid down by the RSP to determine sustainability, this would be an excellent start and the majority of
plantation owners would quickly conform. As can be seen, time has almost run out for orangutans.
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No more rainforests and no more orangutans.   Is this a price you are prepared to pay for your palm oil?

NO MORE DEFORESTATION.  NO MORE SLAUGHTERING OF THE INNOCENTS.
NO MORE ORANGUTAN ORPHANS. 

A publication of Nature Alert. www.naturealert.org.  www.born-to-be-wild.org.   Nature Alert, PO Box 3830, 
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Author: Sean Whyte.  This report would not have been possible without the voluntary assistance of Margaret Whyte, Amanda Enright and Phill Zillwood. We are deeply grateful for the
support given to us by the Centre For Orangutan Protection and the Australian Orangutan Project. We would also like to thank a number of other organisations as well as individuals
whose help with this campaign is invaluable; due to their very real fear of repercussions in Indonesia these people must remain anonymous. 


